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WAR OR PEACE? 
An Analysis of the World Situation 
SOVIET RUSSIA and the three great 
democracies—France, the British Em- 
pire, and the United States—contain 
less than half of the human race but they 
control three times as much wealth as all 
other peoples combined. These nations 
are satisfied with the status quo and ar- 
dently desire to be permitted to live in 
peace. A new world war would bring grave 
loss and possible disaster to them. 
The three great military despotisms—■ 
Italy, Germany, and Japan—are compara- 
tively poor in wealth and are seething with 
unrest. They are displeased with their 
limited economic opportunities and are de- 
termined that there shall be a redistribu- 
tion of the world's natural resources. To 
this end they have accepted despotic gov- 
ernment, have become fanatically militarist- 
ic, have disregarded solemn treaty obliga- 
tions, have undermined the League of Na- 
tions as an agency of peace, have formed 
themselves into a loose cooperative pact, 
and have forcibly occupied the lands of 
weaker neighbors. 
Fascism dominates Italy and Naziism is 
zealously adhered to in Germany. Each of 
these ideologies stresses militarism and com- 
pletely subordinates the welfare of the in- 
dividual to the state, which is ruled by a 
dictator and a party-dominated bureaucracy. 
The government rigidly controls private en- 
terprise, public speaking, and the press. 
Only one political party is permitted in the 
state and adverse criticism of acts of the 
government are not tolerated. Naziism in- 
cludes a racial philosophy not found in 
Fascism. It is held that Aryans are super- 
ior to other peoples and that Teutonic Ger- 
mans are the chief Aryans. Non-Aryans 
(especially Jews) are excluded from posi- 
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tions in the state and from marriage with 
Teutonic Germans. The Fascist and Nazi 
ideologies are so similar that it is not in- 
appropriate to call both Italy and Germany 
full-fledged fascist states. Japan, the third 
great Fascist nation, restricts freedom of 
the press and gives great emphasis to its 
fighting services, and, at this time, is largely 
dominated by the army. It is not, however, 
a completely Fascist state, for it permits 
considerable freedom in private enterprise, 
lacks an individual dictator, and has more 
than one political party. 
The vital territorial ambitions of the three 
great Fascist powers combined with their 
extreme militarism and ruthless nationalistic 
philosophies constitute major threats to 
peace. Through conquest they also endang- 
er free institutions. 
The Fascist attitude toward the use of 
force in international affairs is summed up 
in the following words of Benito Mussolini: 
"We reject the absurdity of eternal peace 
which is foreign to our creed and our tem- 
perament The conquest of empire is not 
obtained by compromises.. .. That which al- 
ways has counted and still counts among 
people is their war-making potentiality." 
Adolf Hitler expresses the same general at- 
titude as follows: "In eternal warfare man- 
kind has grown great. In eternal peace 
mankind would be ruined." 
During the past few years Fascism has 
been on the march. It has shown increas- 
ing boldness and arrogance. As a result, in- 
ternational relations have become more and 
more tense and fear of a new world war has 
become general. We are in the midst of a 
crucial period. Events are moving swiftly 
toward a climax. 
The worst armament race of all time is 
in progress. Every major power is fever- 
ishly preparing for war. Even the minor 
powers are putting forth strenuous efforts 
to build up their defenses. Since early in 
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1933, when Hitler became Chancellor, Ger- 
many appears to have spent more for war 
preparations than she did in the forty years 
preceding the World War. The total out- 
lay of all nations for armaments in each 
of the last five years was roughly: 
$ 4,000,000,000 in 1933 
$ 5,000,000,000 in 1934 
$ 9,000,000,000 in 1935 
$11,000,000,000 in 1936 
$12,000,000,000 in 1937 
This year total armament costs may reach 
$16,000,000,000—a sum four times as great 
as that spent for armaments in 1933. The 
vastness of this race in war preparations is 
without precedent. In the armament race 
on the eve of the World War the total out- 
lay of all countries for national defense in- 
creased only from about $1,500,000,000 in 
1908 to approximately $2,500,000,000 in 
1913. 
The strain of war preparations upon gov- 
ernment finances must be nearing the break- 
ing point. Many governments, loaded down 
with almost unbearable debts from former 
years, are devoting thirty to fifty per cent 
of their national budgets to armament ex- 
penditures and practically all of these bud- 
gets are badly out of balance because of 
the enormous outlays for arms. In the 
closing week of April, the British taxpayer, 
already burdened with a normal income tax 
of twenty-five per cent plus surtaxes and 
other taxes, was asked to assume a large 
tax increase to support defense measures. 
In the opening week of May, Edouard Dal- 
adier's "national defense" government de- 
creed tax increases of eight per cent in 
France to strengthen the nation's economy 
and finances, which were heavily strained 
by armament costs. 
The special preparations against war that 
are being made in Great Britain may be 
significant. That nation is striving to sup- 
ply its entire population with gas masks and 
full instructions about what to do in case of 
air raids. Already machinery has been pre- 
pared for rationing the food supply in the 
event of war. Sir John Simon, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, recently revealed that the 
British government, for some time, has been 
operating in certain fields as if the nation 
already were at war. He announced that 
the government had recently bought suf- 
ficient wheat, sugar, and whale oil to supply 
the civilian population "during the early 
months of an emergency." These immense 
purchases were carried through without 
any sanction from Parliament. The House 
of Commons was not offended. Instead, it 
cheered this revelation of the forethought 
of the government. It is apparent that the 
British authorities see the possibility of a 
sudden "emergency" and are not averse to 
the employment of extreme measures to 
prepare against it. 
During the past three years military ag- 
gression has become commonplace and at 
this moment five hundred million people— 
a fourth of all mankind—are at war. 
In October, 1935, Italy attacked Ethiopia. 
Today that ancient nation, with a popula- 
tion a fourth as great as that of Italy and 
an area three times as great as that of Italy, 
is a mere dependency of Mussolini's gov- 
ernment. w 
In July, 1936, a revolution broke out in 
Spain. Today the revolutionists, with the 
aid of Italian and German equipment and 
troops, are on the verge of victory, and 
Spain appears to be destined to become a 
new stronghold of Fascism. The position 
of France and Britain in the Mediterranean 
is probably permanently weakened, 
In July, 1937, Japan renewed her inva- 
sion of China. Within six months nearly 
one hundred million Chinese were conquer- 
ed. Never before in all history were so 
many people conquered in such a brief per- 
iod. Should Japan gain control of China, 
she will be master of a fourth of the human 
race and of enormous natural resources. 
She will possess the world's greatest poten- 
tial market and source of man-power for 
future wars. If China can continue to get 
munitions, the Japanese invasion will very 
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likely be halted, but Premier Prince Fumi- 
maro Konoye of Japan holds that his 
■ country "will never give up an inch of the 
areas already occupied." 
In March of this year Austria was seized 
by Germany. This was accomplished by a 
sudden and overwhelming threat of force. 
Thus ended the independence of a country 
whose history extends far back into mediev- 
al times. 
Fear is widespread that Germany is plan- 
ning new aggressions and such fear is not 
without foundation. Germany is deficient 
in natural resources but her people are en- 
ergetic and ambitious. Moreover, the Ger- 
mans have been instilled with the Nazi doc- 
trine that they are a superior race whose 
needs and aspirations must be satisfied no 
matter what the cost may be to other 
peoples. Finally, Germany has in its dic- 
tator Adolf Hitler a shrewd and dynamic 
and ruthless leader, who, in half a decade, 
through a few bold strokes, restored a de- 
feated and prostrate nation to first rank 
among the powers of continental Europe. 
Flitler repudiated the military clauses of 
the Versailles Treaty by constructing for- 
bidden war equipment, reestablishing com- 
pulsory military training, and marching 
troops into the demilitarized Rhineland. 
Heavy fortification of Germany's western 
frontier has made it possible for compara- 
tively small forces to hold off the entire 
French Army. Thus the power of France 
to materially aid her allies in Central and 
Eastern Europe, in case they are attacked 
by Germany, has been largely nullified. 
It is Central and Eastern Europe that is 
in most immediate danger of feeling the 
weight of the German war machine. Ten 
million Germans dwell in this region and in 
it are to be found the wheat lands, oil fields, 
and mineral resources that Germany needs 
to become self-sufficient in time of war and 
to lift standards of living in time of peace. 
The seizure of Austria marked the begin- 
ning of the long-heralded Drang nach Osten. 
It brought Germany closer to the rich nat- 
ural resources of Rumania and within fifty 
miles of the Adriatic. It gave her direct 
border contacts with Italy, Yugoslavia, and 
Hungary, and improved her strategic posi- 
tion with regard to Czechoslovakia, which 
now appears to be marked out as the next 
victim of the relentless "drive toward the 
east." 
That the easy conquest of Austria has 
whetted Nazi ambition for more victories, 
is evident in Czechoslovakia, where German 
agitation has been redoubled during the last 
two months. Of Czechoslovakia's fifteen 
million people nearly a fourth are German 
and many of these are members of the Nazi 
political organization known as the Sudeten 
Party. Konrad Henlein, the leader, of this 
party, demands that autonomy be granted 
to Czechoslovakia's Germans and that they 
be permitted closer relations with Nazi Ger- 
many. He also insists that the nation's for- 
eign policy be revised in such a way as to 
favor Germany. For the government to 
comply with these demands would amount 
to sanctioning the existence within the 
Czechoslovakian nation of a Nazi state 
having special connections with Berlin and 
a preferred position in determining the for- 
eign policy of the entire nation. Czecho- 
slovakia is willing to make any reasonable 
concessions to her German minority, but 
she refuses to impair her freedom as an in- 
dependent state. 
Should Hitler give military support to 
the Sudeten Party, there is a strong possi- 
bility that Czechoslovakia would resist with 
all the force at her command. In that 
event France and Russia would be under 
treaty obligations to come to her aid. If 
they did so Great Britain also might be 
drawn into the maelstrom and Europe 
would be in the midst of a new general 
war. If France and Russia refused assist- 
ance, Czechoslovakia would be doomed; 
and it is probable that the Nazis would be 
so intoxicated with their success that they 
would soon create reasons for extending 
their conquests on to the Black Sea. 
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Fear and distrust of the Nazis are in- 
creased by the fact that they are spending 
large sums of money on propaganda and 
political party activities in foreign nations. 
Such activities are conspicuous in Rumania 
and other East European countries. In 
France two months ago Joseph Paul-Bon- 
cour, the Foreign Affairs Minister, reported 
that Nazi Germany was conducting a large 
scale propaganda campaign in Alsace-Lor- 
raine. 
The Nazis have gone so far as to extend 
their missionary zeal to the Western Hemis- 
phere. For some months, Berlin has been 
broadcasting radio propaganda to South 
America with the purpose of destroying 
confidence in democratic forms of govern- 
ment and building up a receptive attitude 
toward the establishment of the German 
type of government. The boldness of Nazi 
agents became so pronounced in Brazil that 
recently President Getulio Vargas was oblig- 
ed to order the expulsion of all foreigners 
engaged in distributing propaganda foster- 
ing minority claims in his country similar 
to the minority claims in Czechoslovakia. 
Argentine and Chile also have found it 
necessary to employ strong measures to curb 
aggressive Nazi activities. 
In the United States there is an organi- 
zation known as the German-American 
Bund, which is devoted to the propagation 
of Nazi philosophy to our people. In cele- 
bration of Hitler's forty-ninth birthday, the 
Bund held a meeting in New York City at- 
tended by several thousand people who 
were guarded by numerous uniformed 
storm troopers. The Bund uses a flag with 
a swastika at its center as a sign of Aryan 
supremacy. An official propaganda paper 
for rnt United States called Deutcher 
IVeckruf und Beobachtcr each week brazen- 
ly proclaims the necessity of educating all 
American children of German descent in 
the true Nazi spirit. 
Naziism has become an international rev- 
olutionary movement of vast proportions 
that is almost fanatical in the zeal that it 
displays. It is dangerous to peace because 
of its anti-democratic character, its ruthless- 
ness, its emphasis upon force, and its ap- 
peal to Aryan egotism, which stimulates the 
building up of restless minority groups 
within various countries. These minority 
groups are especially dangerous because of 
their connection with a powerful and am- 
bitious foreign nation. 
Although war and rumors of war are 
too abundant for comfort, there are forces 
at work which have a good chance of re- 
lieving international tensions sufficiently to 
prevent a major explosion in the near fu- 
ture. These forces are to be found in the 
growth of a more realistic attitude, on the 
part of the great democracies, toward the 
world situation. 
Emotional pacifism is on the wane. Ideal- 
istic dreaming and wishful thinking in the 
international field is slowly but perceptibly 
being replaced by thinking geared to harsh 
realities. It is beginning to be realized that 
non-resistance does not stop aggressors or 
maintain respect for international law and 
order, and that spinelessness on the part of 
the peace-desiring nations is an important 
factor in encouraging war makers to at- 
tempt new conquests. 
The majority of peace-loving people fin- 
ally understand that determined aggressors, 
hungry for additional natural resources, 
respect force alone and are kept from 
fighting only by the conviction that they 
cannot win. Comprehension of this fact 
has caused democracies to set to work to 
safeguard their rich territories against at- 
tack by establishing military superiority. 
When this is accomplished, the temptation 
of the war-minded nations to seek con- 
quests at the risk of a world conflagration 
will be materially reduced and they will be 
more disposed to utilize the legitimate chan- 
nels of diplomacy to attain their ends. 
A renaissance in British diplomacy, un- 
der the leadership of Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain, is decreasing the immediate 
danger of a world war. On April 16 an 
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agreement was reached between Great 
Britain and Italy covering most of the 
causes of friction between these two na- 
tions. The settlement is popular with both 
peoples and marks a decided improvement 
in the general international atmosphere. 
Near the end of April Great Britain and 
France formed an alliance that almost 
amounts to a military and diplomatic union. 
This step unifies the power and influence of 
the two great European democracies and 
should be a major force for peace. 
Otto F. Frederikson 
THE USE OF THE PROBLEM AS 
AN APPROACH TO SUPER- 
VISORY ACTIVITIES 
SUPERVISION is a democratic, co- 
operative enterprise, designed to im- 
prove the learning and teaching sit- 
uation, the curriculum as an instrument of 
learning and teaching, the administration of 
the school so that the stage may be set 
and kept for learning and teaching, and the 
coordination and direction of the entire 
program of the school. 
If it accomplishes its objectives, it should 
produce in some measure the following re- 
sults : 
1. A clearer conception of the school's philos- 
ophy of education and supervision. 
2. The acceptance of definite procedures for 
supervision. 
3. The development of a program of supervis- 
ion based upon the underlying philosophy of 
education and supervision, and a diagnosis of 
conditions requiring supervision. In the de- 
velopment of this program the functions of 
the various supervisory agencies are recog- 
nized. 
4. The continuous development of the curricu- 
lum of the school. 
5. The improvement of the learning and teach- 
ing situations. 
6. The continued evaluation of the outcomes in 
secondary education. 
7. Improvement in the organization and admin- 
istration of the school for learning and teach- 
ing. 
8. A more effective coordination and direction 
of the program of the school. 
9. Stimulation and encouragement of teachers 
for creative and experimental work. 
10. A continuous evaluation of the supervisory 
program for refinement and improvement. 
If supervision is to be a democratic en- 
terprise and if its final objective is the in- 
tegration of and direction of the program 
of the school, the use of the problem as an 
approach to supervisory activities offers a 
real opportunity for all parties concerned 
to make it a cooperative affair. Just as 
teachers have found that the unit plan of 
teaching brings about a better learning sit- 
uation and improves the teacher-pupil rela- 
tionship, so those in charge of supervision 
have found that the unit plan of supervis- 
ion improves the teaching situation and 
brings about a better supervisor-teacher re- 
lationship. When the problem method is 
used, all those concerned, if given an op- 
portunity to contribute to the solution, will 
exhibit a finer spirit and will feel that they 
have had a part in a common enterprise. 
Teachers shoud be just as anxious to im- 
prove their teaching, to improve the curric- 
ulum to bring about a better functioning of 
the administration, and to improve the pro- 
gram of the school as the supervisory of- 
ficers. If they are made to feel that they 
are a part of the supervisory enterprise 
and given opportunity to contribute to this 
enterprise in terms of their knowledge and 
goodwill, they will exhibit a better attitude 
towards the supervisory program than they 
would exhibit if this program were imposed 
upon them. The hostility that teachers ex- 
hibit to the supervisory program and the 
methods that they employ to insulate them- 
selves against supervisors are the natural 
results of an autocratic, arbitrary, and un- 
democratic program of supervision. 
The modern high school is a cooperative 
enterprise; and, since supervision is a vital 
part of the program of secondary education, 
the classroom teacher should have the priv- 
ilege and the opportunity to contribute to 
the working out of a functional program 
